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Dear Parents / Carers,
The table below gives you information about the theme your child will be learning about for this term, each class can take a different approach to this topic, to be more specific for the group of children, your child is with.  If you feel you can help us in anyway please get in touch!
	Essential Elements 

	Curriculum Subject Focus
	Geography (The World)
	DT Materials 
	Science (Forces)

	Autumn Term 2026
Happy Centred Schools Driver: Autumn 1 – Positive Relationships & Autumn 2 – Confidence 
The intent for the Autumn Term Theme ‘Essential Elements’ is to support the pupils to gain the Life-long Learning knowledge and skills regarding ‘Forces’ through Science, exploring natural forces such electricity and learning about where energy comes from and how we can harness sustainable power. Through DT ‘Materials’ we will explore our engineering potential and create models and structures using natural power sources to create moving models, pupils will also develop their geographical knowledge of the world climates, natural disasters, weather and the seasons through Geography. Through consistent routines and structures in Science, PE & DT sessions pupils will develop their Independence skills (EHCPs) and be provided with knowledge and skills of the wider world through Imaginative & Meaningful Experiences and develop the ability to collaborate with peers through Togetherness & Inclusivity. Theme sessions will have a specific focus linked to Science, Geography or DT with clear learning intentions where the accumulative knowledge through the term and beyond will work towards the pathway end points. A thematic approach should be used to carry the theme to ensure lessons are Interesting & provide real-life Opportunities for cross curricular links. Through their understanding of the natural environment, healthy eating and a balanced-diet pupil will develop strategies to support better Mental Health & Wellbeing

	Class Focus
	In DT we will be using a range of different media and materials to make different sculptures and models to represent characters and setting from our stories.
In Geography we will be taking our learning outside to experience the wonderful weather and natural world. 
In Science we will be exploring light and dark in the different sensory rooms and dark dens around school and how to control different lights and sound toy through switches. 

	Project & External Visits
	We will be beginning the year by visit different locations around school to work on skills we can transfer to our first community visit of the year after Christmas. We will be visiting the upper school sensory room to look at different lights in our Science lessons and exploring all the different weathers in the tiny forest on the School field during our Geography lessons. 

	Independence Cooking
	During Autumn term we will be making flap jack, Halloween cupcakes, cheesecake and Christmas biscuits. 
We will also be developing our independence at snack time by pouring our own drinks and helping to make the toast. 
During our DT sessions we will also be running a ‘Fuzzy Buzzy’ group, during these session pupils will go on a sensory exploration through different textures before making a smoothie to share with their friend at a Teddy Bear Picnic. 

	Books

	‘A stroll through the seasons’ by Kay Barnham
‘What to do with a box?’ by Jane Yolen
‘Here comes Jack Frost’ by Kazuno Kohara
‘Stick Man’ by Julia Donaldson

	Happy Centred School
	 Positive Relationships – during our HCS lessons we will be developing our skills in sharing, turn taking and learning in the same spaces as our friend in class. During Pupil Parliament our guiding question is ‘Who’s in my circle?’, in these sessions we will be learning to recognise our friends and staff in class and building a family tree of our wonderful families. 
Confidence – during Autumn 2 we will be doing all the wonderful things that help us to shine, whether it be dancing, painting or playing an instrument. Our Pupil Parliament guiding question is ‘What’s my talent?’ and we hope our wonderful pupils will develop their confidence and pride in showing off their fabulous skills. 

	PSHE
	Autumn 1: Changing Bodies & Online Safety
	Autumn 2: Relationships, Families & My Special People

	PE /Forest School / Swimming 

	 In PE we will be doing ball skills and gymnastics, during these sessions we will be learning about how to safely navigate equipment and spaces. 
During these sessions it is really important to work on our independent skills. On PE and swimming day please could full kits be sent in and during winter and wet weather please could puddle suits and wellies be sent in to ensure we can stay as dry as possible whilst exploring the outdoors. Thank you. 



Key Dates:
· School Opens 1st September 2026
· Essential Elements Parent/Carers Afternoon – Tuesday 6th October 1:30pm-2:30pm
· Training Day – School closed for pupils – 24th & 25th September 2026
· Halloween Disco – 16th October 2026
· School Closes -16th October 2026
· School Re-opens - 2ndNovember 2026
· Parents Evening – 11th November 2026
· Upper School - Parent Christmas Event – 8th December 
· Lower School - Parent Christmas Event – 9th December 
· Christmas Dinner & Jumper Day – 16th December 
· School Closes 18th December 2026 
· School Re-opens 4th January 2027 

As always thank you for your support.
Sara, Julie, Gwyneth & Sarah 
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